References: “A Song Of Home” (Aughlisnafin, Co.Down)

1) Maggie Campbell was a seamstress who actually lived in a front room in my Mother’s house. I would suspect she made my Mother’s wedding outfit.

2) Aughlisnafin is often referred to as “The Finn”, hence ‘the small Finn church’

3)  “Past the names of friends now carved in stone in a place at last they can call their own” is really a reference back to the times when Irish families didn’t own their homes and were often evicted for not paying their rent even during the famine times in the heart of winter. At least they owned their last resting place. No one would evict them from their graves.

4) The hillside fort is surrounded by hawthorn which blooms white and is how the Whitefort Road, close to the church, got its name

5) The mandolin reference and the actual instrumental is a tribute to my Father who played the mandolin for many years while my Mother sang the songs.

6) The second verse simply refers to the many topics which were often sung about in Irish songs and of course the old “across the foam” gets a mention as many Irish left these shores to sail across the Atlantic to America. Also , much to my annoyance, not many words rhyme with “home”!

Aughlisnafin can be visited in Google Earth

