Chord Formation (eg C)
C (C major)—1, 3, 5.

Cmaj7—1, 3, 5, 7

Cmaj9—1, 3, 5, 7, 9

Cmaj11—1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11

Csus4—1, 4, 5

Csus2—1, 2, 5

Cadd9 (C/9)—1, 3, 5, 9

C6 (Cadd6)—1, 3, 5, 6

C7—1, 3, 5, b7

Cmi—1, b3, 5

Cmi7—1, b3, 5, b7

Cmi9—1, b3, 5, b7, 9

Cdim—1, b3, b5

Caug—1, 3, #5

Main points to remember:
The majority of chords are built up from triads, and contain some version of a 1, 3 and 5.

· Major = 1 3 5

· Minor = 1 b3 5

· Diminished = 1 b3 b5

· Augmented = 1 3 #5

The 3rd determines whether a chord is major or minor.

If the 7th is natural, then the word “major” will appear in the chord symbol (e.g., Cmaj7, Cmaj9, except for maj6, which is 1,3, 5 and 6).

If the 7th is flat, then the word “major” is not used (e.g., C7, C9, Cmi7 means the 7th is flat).`

The notes in a chord can appear in different orders than the ones shown.

The higher extensions imply the inclusion of some or all of the lower ones (e.g., 9th implies the inclusion of the 7th).

